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Abstract 

Chlordecone (C10Cl10O, CAS number 143-50-0) is an organochlorine insecticide that is neurotoxic, 

endocrine disrupting and a probable human carcinogen that was used in the French West Indies from 

1972 to 1993 to control banana weevil populations. Today, this insecticide, which is particularly 

persistent in the environment, is responsible for an unprecedented health, social and environmental 

crisis in Guadeloupe and Martinique. The aim of this presentation will be to provide a general overview 

of the problem linked to this molecule, with emphasis on the management measures put in place to 

avoid contamination of the population through food, and the various ways of cleaning up the soil that 

have been studied to try to find a definitive solution to the problem. 


